
 

 

Further Submission by Precision Securities Ltd to the Proposed Timaru District Plan 

regarding 9A-9B Sarah Street and 16 Sefton St Timaru 

 

Firstly, thank you to the hearings panel for enabling us to file this late further submission to 

Submission No.78 Mr. Christopher Terence Templeton, in accordance with the Hearing 

Commissioners (CE Robinson) Minute 16 dated 18th October 2024. 

This submission came as a surprise to us as we were completely unaware of it. 

Our property a-airs were undertaken by our father Russell Leech (to Chris Leech) and husband 

(to Zella Leech) and unfortunately Russell passed within the last year. 

Comment on the Submission 78-CT Templeton 

From the outset, we do not agree with the submitters request to have this property heritage listed. 

The submitter has provided some of its history however the details in the submission refer to its 

significance based on the criteria for heritage being its, 

Historical and Social  

Cultural and spiritual 

Architectural and Aesthetic 

Technological and Craftsmanship 

Contextual 

Archaeological and Scientific 

The building has been modified and altered over time, which is not unusual for some heritage 

buildings, but we would argue that this building did not have the heritage significance to a level 

that the submitter is stating, e.g. the interior staircase of the building no longer exists, the front 

door/entry area does not exist and the front façade of 16 Sefton St is di-erent to name some 

changes. The changes to the building over time are not in accordance with the original building 

materials or architecture.  

Indeed, if the building did have heritage significance, this would have been included under 

previous or current statutory document including the Operative Timaru District Plan (and its 

predecessor plans or schemes) and/or under the NZ Historic Places Trust (now Heritage NZ).  

Although the building has been modified and added to, it can be said that at the time the building 

use started as a school, it did not endure. In terms of a school use this only continued for a short 

number of years, being May 1895 through to 1904. The building, since ceasing to operate as a 

school, has been used for various accommodation uses up until the present day.  

It may have been a school building with some significance at the time to Timaru and South 

Canterbury as an example of a purpose built private boarding school, the submitter comments 

that … but in the greater New Zealand context as possibly the earliest remaining example of a 

privately built boarding school.  



 

 

That maybe so, we have no evidence of that however we understand there was a similar private 

school in Temuka that started but did not endure. That aside, the buildings character and value 

as a heritage item does not, meet the key heritage criteria.  

Heritage Report - Dr Ann McEwan – Heritage Consultancy Services 

We concur with the findings of Dr McEwan in her assessment of the building. 

Other than our view that the building held no heritage significance regardless of this submission, 

the building has been substantially modified and it is agreed, does not hold a prominent level of 

authenticity. 

Granted, there is some historic interest based on what it was built for and its subsequent use, but 

does not hold any significant architectural, craftsmanship or contextual values. All key criteria in 

determining a heritage building. 

Dr McEwan assesses the heritage criteria, and the findings are there is either limited or some 

heritage criteria that are met, but the extent of the modifications to the building over the years 

does not render the building reaching a heritage level that could be considered as significant. 

Her recommendation that this building is not added to SCHED-3 of the Proposed Timaru District 

Plan, is supported. 

 

Chris and Zella Leech 

Precision Securities Ltd 

9A-B Sarah St and 16 Sefton St Timaru 
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