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Submission on the Proposed Timaru District Plan 

On behalf of David and Maria Earl, we submit the following to Timaru District Council for their consideration as part 

of the consultation on the Proposed Timaru District Plan.  

Introduction 

1.0 This submission is prepared on behalf of the submitters to address the rezoning of the Woodbury 

settlement. It is proposed that rezoning the adjoining properties at 16, 22 and 36 Burdon Road to Rural 

Lifestyle Zone while retaining the subject site as General Rural Zone land is an oversight. 

It is noted that the submitter was part of a joint submission with the adjoining properties that have been 

rezoned. That submission was made as part of the Growth Management Strategy, and the submitter 

represented themselves at a hearing with the review panel at Timaru District Council. 

Site Description 

2.0 42 Burdon Road (Lot 3 DP 415886) is 3.5080 hectares of land currently zoned Rural 1 in the Operative 

Timaru District Plan. The site is surrounded by Rural 1 land with the Woodbury Recreation Reserve located 

immediately to the east of the site. The current zoning is shown below in Figure 1.  

Figure 1 – Current Zoning of the site, the subject site is outlined in orange.  
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3.0 The site has an existing connection to Council’s reticulated Woodbury Water Supply. There is no reticulated 

sewer or stormwater network in Woodbury. Discharge of septic waste and stormwater is to ground in 

accordance with Environment Canterbury requirements. The site has two vehicle access points to Burdon 

Road.  

4.0 The site is a small lifestyle block. There is a residential dwelling and sheds located on the southern portion 

of the site with the remaining land being paddocks with hedges. The site is flat in topography.  

5.0 The site is not registered on the Listed Land Use Register administered by Environment Canterbury. The 

site is also not known to be subject to any natural hazard rick.  

Reasons for the Submission 

6.0 The site is situated adjacent to land that has been rezoned Rural Lifestyle Zone, however the subject site 

has not been rezoned and as a result the site is zoned General Rural Zone. It is not considered that there 

are any site constraints that would preclude the zoning being extended to the site. The site has the same 

level of servicing as the neighbouring sites. The situation is considered to have been an oversight that needs 

to be rectified. It is noted that the submitter was part of a joint submission with the adjoining properties 

that have been rezoned. That submission was made as part of the Growth Management Strategy, and the 

submitter represented themselves at a hearing with the review panel at Timaru District Council. A 

screenshot of the zoning in the Proposed District Plan is provided below in Figure 2. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2 – The proposed zoning of the subject site in the Proposed District Plan. The subject site is adjacent 

to the Rural Lifestyle Zone. The Settlement Zone that covers the Woodbury township is shown by the 

yellow zone, the Woodbury Recreation Reserve is now zoned as an Open Space Zone. 
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7.0 The vehicle access options available allow for the site to be easily subdivided further. This, along with the 

orientation of built development provides plenty of space for additional allotments subject to achieving 

onsite effluent disposal in accordance with the Canterbury Land and Water Regional Plan. The majority of 

the site is also situated behind 50 and 60 Burdon Road, therefore any future development of residential 

lifestyle will be screened by these existing sites. The site is already screened from the Woodbury Recreation 

Reserve by a large existing hedge. 

8.0 It is considered that the site is within the transitional area between the Woodbury township and the 

surrounding rural area. The existing lot size of the subject site supports this further. As there are a limited 

number of rural lifestyle sections available in the Woodbury area (and the adjoining three allotments are 

the only sites with this zoning in the Proposed District Plan in this locality) it is considered that the site will 

allow for a small but important extension to this zoning. Furthermore, the three rezoned allotments have 

some limitations on the site as they are all subject to the Drinking Water Protection notation.  This must be 

taken into account as part of future subdivision as the sites are not connected to a reticulated wastewater 

network (See rule DWP-R2). It is noted that there are some corrections required to the wording of DWP-R2 

and email correspondence with Council confirming this are supplied as part of this submission. The Drinking 

Water Protection overlay as it applies to the adjoining sites is demonstrated below in Figure 3. As the 

subject site has none of these concerns it is considered to be a favourable site to allow further subdivision 

to be carried out on.   

 

Figure 3 – The adjoining (and only) Rural Lifestyle Zone sections in Woodbury are subject to the Drinking 

Water Protection zone. This has impacts on future subdivision.  
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9.0 In the absence of a Council reticulated sewer network and that the subject land is not subject to a 

development area plan, we request that the subject land (Lot 3 DP 415886) be added to SUB-S1 4.1 to 

enable a nett site area of 5,000 square metres for allotments. 

National Policy Statement On Highly Productive Land 

10.0 The National Policy Statement on Highly Productive Land (NPS-HPL) does apply to the site as the site is 

classed as having LUC-3 soils. This is demonstrated below in Figure 4. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 4: Aerial view from Canterbury Maps demonstrating the LUC-3 soil classification for the site and 
surrounding areas.  

11.0 As the adjoining sites have been proposed to be rezoned to Rural Lifestyle it is considered that this should 

not be withheld from the subject site as there are no discernible differences between the use of the land. 

It is considered that the site is not large enough to be used as an economically viable production unit. As 

the site is also surrounded by smaller sections and the Woodbury Recreation Reserve it is also considered 

that there would be reverse sensitivity effects that would arise if the site was to be used for production 

purposes.  The paddocks available come to just over 2 hectares.  
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Decision Sought by Submitter 

12.0 It is considered that the omission of the subject site from the Rural Lifestyle Zone was an oversight by the 

Timaru District Council. This submission is asking that this oversight be corrected and the site be rezoned 

to Rural Lifestyle Zone rather than the General Rural Zone and added to SUB-S1 4.1. 

Conclusion 

13.0 There has been a small area of Rural Lifestyle Zone provided for in the Woodbury settlement. This 

submission asks that the zoning be extended by one more property as it is considered that this should 

have been included but was missed. There are a number of factors that make this zoning change plausible: 

namely the current site layout, the services available to the site are the same as other properties, there 

are 2 vehicle access points already established, the site is not subject to the Drinking Water Protection 

Zone and any development of the site is screened by neighbouring site hedging and activities. Accordingly, 

we would request that the site be zoned Rural Lifestyle rather than General Rural Zone.    

Prepared by:  Reviewed by: 

Melissa McMullan Andrew Rabbidge 

LLB BA MPlan  BSurv (credit), RPSurv, Assoc NZPI, MS+SNZ, CSNZ 

Planner Licensed Cadastral Surveyor 

Director, Milward Finlay Lobb Limited 

9 December 2022 
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Attachments 

 

• Correspondence with the Timaru District Council District Plan Review Team regarding the Drinking Water 

Protection Zone rules dated 22 November 2022 
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